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KEY FINDINGS 
The following points summarize the analysis of data from the Entitlement Framework 

Online Audit of courses provided and offered by all Post Primary Schools in Northern 

Ireland in 2007/2008 and 2008/2009.  

 

·  The number of general courses provided to pupils in Year 11 has decreased from 

73% in 2007/2008 to 71% in 2008/2009.  There has been a subsequent increase in 

the proportion of applied courses from 27% in 2007/2008 to 29% in 2008/2009 

(Page 13).  

·  The number of general courses provided to Year 13 pupils has also decreased from 

68% in 2007/2008 to 66.2% in 2008/2009, and subsequently there has been an 

increase in the proportion of applied courses from 32% in 2007/2008 to 34% in 

2008/2009 (Page 19).  

·  Large proportions of Year 11 pupils are studying courses in the subject areas of 

Science and Mathematics (27.7%), Languages, Literature and Culture (24.9%). 

This reflects the importance attached to securing good GCSE passes in English 

and Mathematics. Fewer than 1% of all pupils are studying courses in the areas of 

Agriculture, Horticulture and Animal Care and Health, Public Services and Care. 

Less than 3% of pupils are studying courses in the areas of Retail and Commercial 

Enterprise and Leisure and Travel and Tourism (Page 16).  

·  In Year 13, of the pupils studying Level 3 courses, just over one quarter (26%) are 

studying in the area of Science and Mathematics, 11% are studying courses in the 

subject area of History, Philosophy and Theology and 11% are studying 

Languages, Literature and Culture. Fewer pupils in Post Primary are studying 

courses in the areas of Agriculture, Horticulture and Animal Care (0.01%) and  

Construction and the Built Environment (0.61%) (Page 21).   

·  There has been an increase in the number of Year 11 courses delivered 

collaboratively between schools, with FE and other training providers. In 2007/2008 

4.5% courses were delivered through collaboration, this has increased to 5.8% 

(N:261) in 2008/2009 (Page 18). 
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·  In Year 13, the number of courses provided through collaboration has increased 

from 14.3% in 2007/2008 to 20.6% in 2008/09 (N:642) (Page 22).  

·  Grammar schools, in Year 11 provide more general courses (84%) than Non-

Selective Schools (65%). There has been a 1% increase in the percentage of 

applied courses provided in all schools since 2007/2008 (Page 24).  

·  In both sectors, the range of courses provided in Year 11 has increased. Currently 

22% of Non-Selective schools and 15% of Grammar schools deliver more than 24 

courses (Page 25).  

·  However, when reviewing the number of schools delivering 24 or more courses in 

Year 11 of which at least one third of courses are applied, no Grammar schools and 

12.6% (N: 19) of Non-Selective Schools currently reach the EF 2013 target (Page 

26-27).  

·  70% (N:105) of Non-Selective schools provided Post 16 courses to their pupils in 

2008/2009. Of the total post 16 courses provided by these schools 45% were 

applied. In the Grammar School Sector, 23% of the total Post 16 courses provided 

were applied (Page 28).  

·  In both the Non-Selective and Grammar school sectors, the range of courses in 

Year 13 has increased from 2007/2008. Currently almost half (48%) of Grammar 

schools provide between 24 and 26 courses to Year 13 pupils (Page29).  

·  5% (N:5) of Non-selective schools and 16% (N:11) of Grammar schools provide 27 

or more courses at Post 16 (Page 29).  

·  The number of schools providing 27 or more courses of which 1/3 are applied has 

increased since 2007/2008. Currently, 4% (N:4) of Non-Selective schools offering 

post 16 provision and 6% (N:4) of Grammar schools provide the appropriate range 

and type of courses identified under the EF curriculum target for 2013 (Page 30).  
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SECTION 1 
 
1.1 INTRODUCTION 

 

The Entitlement Framework On-Line Audit (EF On-line Audit) is a tool developed by the 

Western Education and Library Board on behalf of the Department of Education to support 

schools and the Area Learning Communities (ALCs) during the development and 

implementation of their curricular offer in line with the Entitlement Framework (EF).  While 

the EF On-Line Audit has been used since 2005/06 and many schools have been involved 

in the process, it was only in 2007/08 that all post primary schools agreed to input and 

verify the details of their curricular offer.  As the Area Learning Communities (ALCS) 

evolved, the importance of accurate data to support the development of the curricular offer 

at both school and ALC level became apparent and a key requirement is that the 

information contained within the EF On- line Audit enables schools to:- 

 

�  review their curricular offer, summarised as applied or general courses and by the 

delivery mechanism; 

�  access the curricular offer of schools within the ALCs (ie local geographical area) ; 

and  

�  monitor progress towards full delivery of the EF between 2007/2008 and 

2008/2009. 

 

Since its inception the EF On-Line Audit has undergone a significant process of refinement 

and the information that it contains is now used to determine the allocation of resources 

under the Entitlement Framework Support Arrangements which were introduced from June 

2008.  The new arrangements are targeted at supporting the implementation of the EF by 

2013. 
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1.2 THE ENTITLEMENT FRAMEWORK 
 

The Entitlement Framework (EF) is the counter-balance to the reduced core curriculum at 

KS4 and ensures that pupils have more equal access to a broad range of courses, 

including greater balance between general and applied courses. From September 2013 

schools will be required to provide all pupils with access to a minimum number of level 2 

courses at KS4 (current target 24) and a minimum number of level 3 courses at post-16 

(current target 27).  

 

The classification of courses as general or applied for the purpose of meeting the 

Entitlement Framework has been based on expanded versions of the definitions provided 

in the initial Entitlement Framework guidance.  

 

A course is a period of study, based on one specifi cation, which leads to a 

qualification accredited within the National Qualif ications Framework.  The content 

of the course should be distinct in that it is not replicated in any other course(s) 

offered as part of a school’s provision. 

 

A course should be further defined, at Levels 1 and 2, as consisting, normally, of at least 

160 guided learning hours (the equivalent of a GCSE), and at Level 3 as consisting, 

normally, of at least 320 guided learning hours (the equivalent of a GCE). 

 

A general course is one in which knowledge, underst anding and skills are 

developed within a subject-specific  context. 

 

A general course should be further defined as one which requires the demonstration of 

knowledge and understanding mainly through the application of cognitive skills such as 

analysis, synthesis and evaluation.  General courses are normally assessed through 

written and/or oral examinations, although some may require an element of practical 

demonstration. 



Entitlement Framework Online Audit Report 2008/09 

8 

 

An applied course is one in which subject knowledge , understanding and skills are 

developed in relation to a work context . 

An applied course should be further defined as one which requires the demonstration of 

knowledge, understanding and skills which are relevant to a particular occupation or 

general occupational area. Applied courses are normally assessed through the 

demonstration of appropriate (practical) skills which may be supported by written and/or 

oral presentation. 

 

Since Spring 2007/2008, all courses within the audit have been designated through 

stringent assessment by CCEA as applied, general and non-eligible. As a result of 

changes to course designations, previous aggregated data for 2005/2006 and 2006/2007 

will not provide a true and accurate baseline, in comparison to the data from 2007/2008 

and 2008/2009. Thus, in order to avoid misinterpretation this report summarises the 

curriculum information entered by schools into the audit in 2007/2008 and 2008/2009.  

 

The 2007/08 EF On-line Audit information is the baseline from which progress towards full 

implementation of the EF will be measured.   This report provides a regional view of the 

curricular offer for the 2007/08 school year and compares it with the curricular offer for the 

2008/09 school year. 
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1.3 DEVELOPMENT OF AREA LEARNING COMMUNITIES 

 

Whilst it is recognised that some schools will be able to deliver the requirements of the EF, 

many others will have to work in collaboration with other schools, FE Colleges and other 

providers. Significant progress has been made with many more schools now engaged in 

innovative and creative approaches to collaborative working. They have been working 

since 2005 to expand and develop their curricular offer to meet the requirements of the EF. 

There are now 30 Area Learning Communities (ALC) established across ELB areas within 

which schools, FE Colleges and other providers are working to increase the range of 

courses for pupils in local areas. 

 

The emergence of ALCs has been a contributory factor in facilitating the development of 

collaborative arrangements.  Using the legislative base provided in the Education 

(Northern Ireland) Order 2006, Article 21, schools have been able to secure provision of 

KS4 and Post 16 courses at other schools, FE Colleges and other providers.  The key 

focus of the ALCs is to move towards full delivery of the EF in a manageable and 

consistent manner.   

 

Capacity building within these ALCs has been supported by the EF Development Officers 

funded by the Department. A Regional support programme has been developed and the 

key priorities are:-  

�  development of support and advice programme which will support the 

implementation of the Entitlement Framework: and  

�  development and use the EF Audit website to inform planning at Learning 

Community and strategic level. 



Entitlement Framework Online Audit Report 2008/09 

10 

 

1.4 METHODOLOGY  

 

All Special Schools with 14-19 provision and all Post Primary Schools were invited to 

complete the online audit in May 2007 and October 2008, detailing their curriculum offer 

for pupils in Year 11, Year 12, Year 13 and Year 14.  

 

Within this report, data from Year 11 and Year 13 is used to represent the curriculum 

delivery and offer of schools. It is assumed that Advanced Subsidiary courses in Year 13 

will be offered and delivered (as necessary) at A2 Level and thus can be counted as a 

curriculum offer within the Entitlement Framework.  

 

Schools, within their curriculum audit also had the opportunity to detail courses offered to 

Year 11 and Year 13 pupils but were subsequently not provided because there was no 

uptake from pupils. By detailing such courses, schools gave a detailed account of the total 

courses accessible by their Year 11 and Year 13 pupils.  

 

Validity checks of schools’ data entries have been conducted. Courses that are not eligible 

under the EF are not counted; these would include for instance GCSE short courses in 

Year 11 or GCSE’s in Year 13. DE Guidance1 indicates that courses of the same name in 

the same Key Stage are considered as one curriculum offer. Therefore, courses with the 

same course code in the same year group in the same school are counted as one course 

offer.  Further, in schools’ curriculum audits, double award and single award courses with 

the same course title and examining body, delivered or offered in the same year group are 

counted as one offer. 

 

                                                 
1  Department of Education, 30/11/06 The Approval of Qualifications and Guidance on the Classification of Courses, 

Circular No; 2006/24. Approved General and Applied KS4 Courses Appendix 2 and 1 Approved General and Applied 

Post16 Courses Appendix 3. 
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The data from Special Schools is not analysed in this report. Courses currently being 

delivered in the Special School Sector are being reviewed as to whether they are eligible 

within the EF and are being designated as applied or general. Following this,  

analysis of Special Schools’ data can be reported.  
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SECTION 2 
 

2.1 SCHOOL RESPONDENT CHARACTERISTICS 

 
 

All Post Primary schools in Northern Ireland completed the Entitlement Framework audit in 

2008/2009. Of the total, 31% were Grammar Schools (N: 67) and 69% were Non-Selective 

Schools (N: 150).    

 

37 of the 38 Special Schools completed the audit. Chart 2.1 below illustrates the response 

rate by schools during the last two years. 

 

 

Chart 2.1 

Percentage Response Rate By School Type and By Year  
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SECTION 3 
 

In this section the data related to the delivery of courses in all Post Primary’s is presented. 

In section 4, the data is disaggregated and reviewed by Grammar and Non-Selective 

sectors.  

 
3.1 YEAR 11 COURSES DELIVERED  

The majority of all courses delivered in (Year 11) in Key Stage 4 were general courses. 

There has been an increase in the percentage of applied courses and a subsequent 

decrease the percentage of general courses delivered (see Table 3.1.1 below).  

  

Table 3.1.1  Year 11 (Key Stage 4) Total Courses Delivered in Northern Ireland 

 

 

Course Type 2007/2008  2008/2009 

General 73% 70.8% 

Applied 27% 29.2% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Entitlement Framework Online Audit Report 2008/09 

14 

 

3.2 YEAR 11 COURSE TYPES  

In 2008/2009 all courses were grouped by their subject areas as defined by the National 

Database of Qualifications. (See Appendix 1 for the full list of Subject Sectors and 

Subsectors). The following table (3.2.1) illustrates the number of distinct courses currently 

delivered to Year 11 pupils in all Post Primary Schools in Northern Ireland within each 

subject sector.  

 

Table 3.2.1  Number of District Course Types provided to Year 11  Pupils in Northern 

Ireland. 

Subject Sector Area  Applied General  Total  

Agriculture, Horticulture and Animal Care  5  0  5 

Arts, Media and Publishing  14  11  25 

Business, Administration and Law  12  4  16 

Construction, Planning and the Built Environment  3  0  3 

Education and Training  0  0  0 

Engineering and Manufacturing Technologies  19  0  19 

Health, Public Services and Care   8  0  8 

History, Philosophy and Theology  0  7  7 

Information and Communication Technology  18  0  18 

Languages, Literature and Culture  1  28  29 

Leisure, Travel and Tourism  12  5  17 

Preparation for Life and Work  32  1  33 

Retail and Commercial Enterprise  7  4  11 

Science and Mathematics  6  20  26 

Social Sciences  0  7  7 
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The above table illustrates that there are a small number of different types of courses 

delivered in Construction, Planning and the Built Environment (N:3), Agriculture, 

Horticulture and Animal Care (N:5), History, Philosophy and Theology (N:7), Social 

Sciences (N:7) and Health, Public Services and Care (N:8).   The greater range of courses 

studied by Year 11 pupils are within the areas of Preparation for Life and Work (N:33), 

Languages, Literature and Culture (N:29) and Arts, Media and Publishing (N:29) and 

Science and Mathematics (N:26). 

 

Most of the courses delivered in areas such as Agriculture, Horticulture and Animal Care, 

Business, Administration and Law, Construction, Planning and the Built Environment, 

Engineering and Manufacturing Technologies, Health, Public Services and Care, 

Information and Communication Technology and Preparation for Life and Work are applied 

courses. Whereas, History, Philosophy and Theology , Languages, Literature and Culture, 

Science and Mathematics and Social Sciences are areas in which mostly general courses 

are taught.  

 

In order to specifically establish the subject areas in which pupils are studying, the 

following table (3.2.2) details the number of Year 11 pupils from all Post Primary schools in 

Northern Ireland who are accessing courses within the specific subject areas.  
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 Table 3.2.2  Total Year 11 Pupils Accessing Courses by Subject S ector Area . 

 

Subject Sector Area 
Year 11 
Pupils 

% of 
Total 

Agriculture, Horticulture and Animal Care  83 0.0 

Arts, Media and Publishing  11761 6.0 

Business, Administration and Law  6954 3.5 

Construction, Planning and the Built Environment  811 0.4 

Education and Training  0 0.0 

Engineering and Manufacturing Technologies  7607 3.9 

Health, Public Services and Care   477 0.2 

History, Philosophy and Theology  21877 11.1 

Information and Communication Technology  8907 4.5 

Languages, Literature and Culture  48840 24.9 

Leisure, Travel and Tourism  4645 2.4 

Preparation for Life and Work  17291 8.8 

Retail and Commercial Enterprise  5369 2.7 

Science and Mathematics  54301 27.7 

Social Sciences  7429 3.8 

 

See Appendix 2 for the graphical representation of the above data. 

 

As the majority of Year 11 pupils are studying a Level1/Level 2 qualification in 

Mathematics and English this may explain the large numbers of pupils accessing courses 

in areas Science and Mathematics (27.7%) and Languages, Literature and 

Culture (24.9%).  
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3.3 METHOD OF DELIVERING COURSES IN YEAR 11  

 

The following section reviews the methods used by schools to deliver courses. Through 

the development of collaborative arrangements schools can access provision in other 

schools, FE Colleges and with other providers. 

 

If a school delivers and/or offers the same course twice this is counted as one course offer 

under the Entitlement Framework. In order to best reflect the range of delivery methods, if 

a school delivers a course in-house and delivers or offers the same course through 

collaboration, the collaborative course delivery is counted rather than the in-house 

delivery. For example, School A delivers a GCSE in Engineering in house to Year 11 

pupils  while at the same time, through collaboration, FE staff deliver the same GCSE in 

Engineering to a different cohort of  School A Year 11 pupils. In this scenario and for the 

purposes of this research, both courses are counted as one offer of a course for School A 

and the course delivered collaboratively is counted. The course delivered by the ‘own 

school’ (in-house) is not counted in the scenario outlined.  

 

In Year 11 there was a slight decrease from 2007/2008 in the number of courses delivered 

solely by own school and a subsequent increase in the percentage of courses delivered by 

FE.  
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Table 3.3.1 Year 11 Courses Delivered In Northern Ireland   

 

Delivery Method  2007/ 2008 2008/2009  

Own School  95.4 94.1 

*FE  3.2 3.9 

School Collaboration  0.4 0.6 

Hosts for other pupils 0.3 0.5 

Other training providers  0.6 0.8 

Total courses counted: N:4324 (2007/2008), N:4412 (2008/2009) 

*This includes whole and partial FE delivery of a course. 

 

In the 07/08 and 08/09 audit schools had the opportunity to provide details of courses that 

they offered to pupils, but which were not subsequently delivered.   

 

Schools who opted to provide information of courses provided by not delivered indicated 

that 20 courses were offered but were not taken up by pupils in Year 11. Of these courses, 

17 were offered via a collaborative method.  

 

In total, 39 schools of which 6 are Special Schools collaborate through school 

collaboration to deliver courses eligible under the Entitlement Framework. The Special 

Schools, in these instances collaborate with Post Primary Schools.  

 

20% (N:23 ) of Non Selective Schools and 15% (N: 10) of Grammar Schools collaborate to 

deliver courses. Collaboration between schools also exists to deliver courses that are non-

eligible within EF, Therefore additionally, 6 schools collaborate with each other to deliver 

non-eligible courses. 
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3. 4  YEAR 13 COURSES DELIVERED  

 

The following table indicates the percentage of all courses delivered by all schools in Year 

13. Overall there has been a decrease in general and a subsequent increase in applied 

courses.  

 

 

Table 3.4.1 Year 13 (Post 16) Courses Delivered in Northern Ire land.  

 

Course Type 2007/2008  2008/2009 

General 68% 66.2% 

Applied 32% 33.8% 

 

70% (N:105) of Non-Selective Schools in Northern Ireland delivered Post 16 courses in 

Year 13 in 2008/2009. In 2007/2008 73.3% (N:110) Non-Selective schools delivered Post 

16 courses.  
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3.5 YEAR 13 COURSE TYPES  

 

Table 3.5.1 below indicates the types of distinct courses currently being delivered to Year 

13 pupils in all Post Primary Schools in Northern Ireland.  

Table 3.5.1  Number of District Course Types provided by Year 13  Pupils in 

Northern Ireland. 

Subject Sector Area  Applied  General Total  

Agriculture, Horticulture and Animal Care  1 0 1 

Arts, Media and Publishing  32 20 52 

Business, Administration and Law  23 9 32 

Construction, Planning and the Built Environment  5 0 5 

Engineering and Manufacturing Technologies  19 0 19 

Health, Public Services and Care   21 0 21 

History, Philosophy and Theology  0 18 18 

Information and Communication Technology  25 0 25 

Languages, Literature and Culture  0 43 43 

Leisure, Travel and Tourism  22 7 29 

Preparation for Life and Work  8 1 9 

Retail and Commercial Enterprise  1 4 5 

Science and Mathematics  9 48 57 

Social Sciences  0 20 20 
 

In the areas of Agriculture, Horticulture and Animal Care, Construction, Planning and the 

Built Environment, Preparation for Life and Work and Retail and Commercial Enterprise 

there are fewer types of courses accessed in Year 13 in 2008/2009.  

The number of pupils studying courses within the specific subject areas is outlined below: 
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Table 3.5.2  Total  Year 13 Pupils Accessing Courses by Subject Section  Area.  

 

Subject Sector Area  No. Pupils % of Total  

Agriculture, Horticulture and Animal Care  4 0.01 

Construction, Planning and the Built Environment  309 0.61 

Retail and Commercial Enterprise  686 1.34 

Engineering and Manufacturing Technologies  1357 2.66 

Leisure, Travel and Tourism  2009 3.94 

Health, Public Services and Care   2076 4.07 

Business, Administration and Law  3341 6.55 

Preparation for Life and Work  3759 7.37 

Information and Communication Technology  4348 8.52 

Arts, Media and Publishing  4481 8.79 

Social Sciences  4908 9.62 

Languages, Literature and Culture  5333 10.46 

History, Philosophy and Theology  5338 10.47 

Science and Mathematics  13055 25.60 
 

The main subject areas that pupils in Year 13 in 2008/2009 have opted to study are 

Science and Mathematics, History, Philosophy and Theology and Languages, Literature 

and Culture. Less than 1000 Year 13 pupils in Post Primary Schools are studying level 3 

courses relevant to Agriculture, Horticulture and Animal Care, Construction, Planning and 

the Built Environment and Retail and Commercial Enterprise.  

 

Currently, work is ongoing to identify courses that will support workforce development as 

identified in priority skills areas and Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM)   

Following this, a review of the number of pupils studying specific courses and the density 

of courses delivered throughout Northern Ireland will support future curriculum planning.  
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3.6 METHOD OF DELIVERING COURSES IN YEAR 13  

The following section reviews the methods used by schools to deliver courses. Through 

the development of collaborative arrangements schools can access provision in other 

schools, FE Colleges and with other providers.  

 

In 2008/2009 in Year 13 there was an increase in the number of courses delivered 

elsewhere than in the home school. Almost 15% of all Post 16 courses are now being 

delivered collaboratively.  

 

Table 3.6 Year 13 Courses Delivered In Northern Ireland  

 

Delivery Method  2007/ 2008 2008/2009  

Own School  85.8 79.4 

FE  2.8 4.9 

School Collaboration  5.9 7.5 

Hosts for other pupils 4.4 7.4 

Other training providers  1.2 0.8 
Total courses counted: N:2925 (2007/2008), N: 3123 (2008/2009) 

*This includes whole and partial FE delivery of a course. 

 

Additionally, 156 courses were offered by schools and were not taken up by pupils in Year 

13. Of these courses, 144 were offered via collaborative arrangements.  

 

In Year 13 109 schools deliver courses eligible within the EF through school collaboration.  

Of these 69% (N: 72) are Non Selective Schools delivering a Post 16 curriculum and 55% 

(N:37 ) are Grammar Schools . 
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SECTION 4 
 

This section analyzes the courses delivered and offered by their sector type ie. Grammar 

and Non-Selective Schools.  

  

4.1 COURSES DELIVERED IN YEAR 11 (KEY STAGE 4) DISA GGREGATED BY 

SCHOOL SECTOR  

 

In Non Selective Schools, the percentage of applied courses has increased by almost 3%, 

and as a result, Non Selective schools are on average delivering over one third (35.9%) 

applied courses.  

 

In Grammar schools, in Year 11, the percentage of applied courses delivered is 13.9% 

which is increase 0.9% equating approximately 13 courses (based on 1,403 courses 

delivered in Yr 11 (08/09) by Grammar schools). The following charts illustrate the 

differences in the proportions of applied and general courses delivered in Non-Selective 

Schools (Chart 4.1.1) and Grammar Schools (Chart 4.1.2) in 2008/2009 and 2007/2008. 

Overall there has been an increase in the proportion of applied courses delivered and a 

subsequent decrease in general courses.  
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Chart 4.1.1  

Key Stage 4 Non Selective School Provision
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Chart 4.1.2 

Key Stage 4 Grammar School Provision 
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4.2 RANGE OF COURSES DELIVERED IN SCHOOLS IN YEAR 1 1  

 

Chart 4.2.1  illustrates the percentage of schools delivering 15 or more, 18+, 21+ and 24+ 

courses in Year 11 in 2007/2008 and 2008/2009.  

Chart 4.2.1 

Range of Courses Delivered By Grammar and Non Selec tive 
Schools 2007/2008 and 2008/2009
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Currently, 22% (N: 33) of Non Selective schools and 15% (N:10) of Grammar Schools 

deliver more than 24 courses at Year 11, which is an increase of 3 Grammar and 6 Non 

Selective schools since 2007/008.  

 

Over half of Grammar Schools 54% (N:36) and almost a half (45%) of non-selective 

schools (N: 67) deliver more than 21 courses.  

 

From 2013 schools are required to provide pupils with a broad and balanced education by 

providing access to 24 courses at KS4 of which at least one third should be applied.  

 



Entitlement Framework Online Audit Report 2008/09 

26 

 

In the 2008/2009 audit, schools were given the opportunity to indicate the courses that 

they offered but which were not subsequently taken up by pupils. When including the 

offered (but not delivered) courses to the schools’ curriculum offer, 36% (N:54) Non-

Selective Schools offered access to 24 or more courses to Year 11. Of the Grammar 

School sector, 25% (N:17)  offered access to 24 or more courses to Year 11 in 2008/2009.  

 

Before taking into account the breakdown of applied and general courses just over 1/3 of 

non selective schools and a quarter of grammar schools currently meet the 2013 

curriculum entitlement course offer of a minimum of 24 courses at KS4.   

 

4.3 APPLIED / GENERAL PROPORTIONS IN YEAR 11 

 

To meet the requirements of the Entitlement Framework, schools are required to ensure 

that at least one third of the courses that they offer are applied. In 2007/2008 no Grammar 

schools were providing 15 or more courses in Year 11 of which one third were applied.  

This statistic remains unchanged in the 2008/2009 audit, as no Grammar schools are 

providing 15 or more courses with one third applied, to their Year 11 pupils.  

 

On reviewing courses delivered in conjunction with the courses that were offered but were 

not taken up, currently no Grammar Schools offered access to 24 or more courses at Year 

11 of which one third were applied. 

 

The situation in the non-selective sector has changed.  The following table illustrates the 

increase in the number of courses being delivered by non-selective schools, of which more 

than one third are applied. 
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Table 4.3.1 Percentage of Non Selective Schools that deliver 15  or more 18+, 21+ 

and 24+ courses of which one third are applied .  

 

Percentage of Non-Selective Schools Number of Courses 

Delivered in Each School  2007/2008 2008/2009 

15+ 46 55 

18+ 38 49 

21+ 25 30 

24+ 12 19 

 

The data in the table above indicates that Non Selective schools are expanding the 

number of applied courses delivered to their pupils. 29% (N:30) Non Selective schools are 

delivering between 21 and 23 courses, of which at least one third are applied.  

 

When taking account of the courses offered but not taken up in conjunction with the 

courses delivered 30.6% (N:46) Non-Selective Schools provided and offered access to 24 

or more courses to Year 11 in 2008/2009 of which one third were applied, thus meeting 

2013 EF targets. 
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4.4 COURSES DELIVERED IN YEAR 13 (POST 16) DISAGGRE GATED BY SCHOOL 

SECTORS  

Chart 4.4.1 illustrates the percentage of applied and general courses delivered in 

2008/2009 compared to 2007/2008 by Non Selective Schools and Chart 4.4.2 illustrates 

the provision in Grammar Schools.  

Chart 4.4.1 

Post 16 Non Selective Provision
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Chart 4.4.2  

Post 16 Grammar Provision
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A higher proportion of applied courses are delivered in the Non Selective sector compared 

to the grammar school sector as 45% of the total courses delivered were applied 

compared to 23% of Post 16 courses delivered in Grammar schools. 
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4.5 RANGE OF COURSES DELIVERED IN YEAR 13  

105 Non-Selective schools completed the Post 16 section of the EF audit in 2008/2009. 

The following chart represents the number of courses delivered to Year 13 pupils by 

Grammar schools and the 105 Non Selective schools who deliver Post 16 courses.  

Chart 4.5.1 
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Chart 4.5.1 illustrates that there has been a steady increase in the number of schools 

delivering a greater number of courses in Year 13. A high proportion, 90% (N:60) of 

Grammar Schools are delivering 21 or more courses at Post 16 (Year 13). Further, almost 

half, 48% (N:32) of Grammar Schools are delivering between 24 and 26 courses to their 

pupils. This compares to Non Selective Schools whereby 11% (N: 12) are offering 

between 24 and 26 courses at Post 16.  Currently, 5% Non Selective Schools (N:5) and 

16% (N:11) of Grammar Schools provide 27 or more courses at Post16.  

 

In taking into account the courses that were delivered by schools in conjunction with the 

courses that were offered to pupils but not subsequently taken up by pupils, 30%(N:20) 

Grammar Schools and 10.5% (N:11) Non-Selective Schools offered access to a minimum 

of 27 courses to Year 13 pupils in 2008/2009.  
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4.6 APPLIED / GENERAL PROPORTIONS IN YEAR 13  

The following table displays the percentage of schools delivering courses of which 33% 

are applied.  

Schools Delivering more than 33% 
Applied Courses by School type Number of Courses 

Delivered in Each School 
By Year Non Selective Grammar 

(07/08) 15+ 22% 3% 

(08/09) 15+ 37% 9% 

   

(07/08) 18+ 16% 3% 

(08/09) 18+ 25% 9% 

   

(07/08) 21+ 10% 3% 

(08/09) 21+ 17% 9% 

   

(07/08) 24+ 4% 1% 

(08/09) 24+ 8% 6% 

   

(07/08) 27+ 1% 1% 

(08/09) 27+ 4% 6% 

Currently, in 2008/2009, 8 schools deliver more than 27 courses at Post 16, of which at 

least 33% are applied. 4 of these schools are Grammar and 4 are Non-Selective.  

 

On reviewing the number of schools that offered more than 27 courses in Year 13,  but 

which were not taken up by pupils, in 2008/2009  of which at least one third were applied, 

7.5% (N:5) were Grammar Schools and 10.5% (N:11) were Non-Selective Schools. 

Therefore in 2008/2009, 9.3% (N:16) of all Post Primary Schools providing Post 16 

provision meet 2013 EF requirements of providing access to a minimum of 27 courses of 

which at least one third should be applied courses. 
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APPENDICES 

APPENDIX 1 

01 Health, Public Services and Care  

01.1 Medicine and Dentistry   

01.2 Nursing and Subjects and Vocations Allied to Medicine  

01.3 Health and Social Care  

01.4 Public Services   

01.5 Child Development and Well Being  

02 Science and Mathematics  

02.1 Science    

02.2 Mathematics and Statistics  

03 Agriculture, Horticulture and Animal Care  

03.1 Agriculture    

03.2 Horticulture and Forestry  

03.3 Animal Care and Veterinary Science  

03.4 Environmental Conservation  

04 Engineering and Manufacturing Technologies  

04.1 Engineering    

04.2 Manufacturing Technologies  

04.3 Transportation Operations and Maintenance  

05 Construction, Planning and the Built Environment  

05.1 Architecture    

05.2 Building and Construction  

05.3 Urban, Rural and Regional Planning  

06 Information and Communication Technology  
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06.1 ICT Practitioners   

06.2 ICT for Users   

07 Retail and Commercial Enterprise  

07.1  Retailing and Wholesaling  

07.2 Warehousing and Distribution  

07.3 Service Enterprises   

07.4 Hospitality and Catering  

08 Leisure, Travel and Tourism  

08.1 Sport, Leisure and Recreation  

08.2 Travel and Tourism   

09 Arts, Media and Publishing  

09.1 Performing Arts   

09.2 Crafts, Creative Arts and Design  

09.3 Media and Communication  

09.4 Publishing and Information Services  

10 History, Philosophy and Theology  

10.1 History    

10.2 Archaeology and Archaeological Sciences  

10.3 Philosophy    

10.4 Theology and Religious Studies  

11 Social Sciences   

11.1 Geography    

11.2 Sociology and Social Policy  

11.3 Politics    

11.4 Economics    

11.5 Anthropology   
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12 Languages, Literature and Culture  

12.1 Languages, Literature and Culture of the British Isles  

12.2 Other Languages, Literature and Culture  

12.3 Linguistics    

13 Education and Training   

13.1 Teaching and Lecturing  

13.2 Direct Learning Support  

14 Preparation for Life and Work  

14.1 Foundations for Learning and Life  

14.2 Preparation for Work   

15 Business, Administration and Law  

15.1 Accounting and Finance  

15.2 Administration   

15.3 Business Management  

15.4 Marketing and Sales   

15.5 Law and Legal Services  
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APPENDIX 2 

 

Number of Pupils Accessing Courses
 Disaggregated Subject Areas 

Engineering and 
Manufacturing 

Technologies , 7607

History, Philosophy 
and Theology , 

21877

Construction, 
Planning and the 

Built Environment , 
811

Business, 
Administration and 

Law , 6954

Health, Public 
Services and Care  , 

477

Arts, Media and 
Publishing , 11761Agriculture, 

Horticulture and 
Animal Care , 83

Information and 
Communication 

Technology , 8907
Languages, 

Literature and 
Culture , 48840

Leisure, Travel and 
Tourism , 4645

Preparation for Life 
and Work , 17291

Retail and 
Commercial 

Enterprise , 5369

Science and 
Mathematics , 

54301

Social Sciences , 
7429
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APPENDIX 3 

 

Year 13 Pupils Accessing Courses By Subject Area 

History, Philosophy 
and Theology 

10%

Languages, 
Literature and 

Culture 
10%

Leisure, Travel and 
Tourism 

4%

Health, Public 
Services and Care  

4%

Business, 
Administration and 

Law 
7%

Preparation for Life 
and Work 

7%

Information and 
Communication 

Technology 
9%

Arts, Media and 
Publishing 

9%

Social Sciences 
10%

Agriculture, 
Horticulture and 

Animal Care 
0%

Science and 
Mathematics 

25%

Construction, 
Planning and the 
Built Environment 

1%

Retail and 
Commercial 
Enterprise 

1%

Engineering and 
Manufacturing 
Technologies 

3%
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If you have any queries regarding this report please contact Dr. Catherine Loughrey 

(Research & Development Officer), Western Education & Library Board.  

Catherine_Loughrey@welbni.org  


